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TO THE 


Righc Honourable 


GEORGE Earlof BerkLEvy, 
Vicount DuxsLtey, Lord 
BERKLEY of Berkley- 
Caſtle, &*c. and Maſter of the 
Corporation - of T rinity-Houſe 
in Deptford Strand. 


My Lord, 


H E N this Sermon was 


Tour Lordſhip and the VVorthy Gen- 
tlemen of Tour Society were pleaſed 
by many kind and obliging Expreſſ- 
ons to ſzgnifie your favourable accep- 
tance of it, and to let me know that 
it was your defire it might be made 
publick: Which, I confeſs, was 
ſomewhat of a ſurpriſe to me. Tet 
A 2 


Preached before You, 


I 


———— + 


——_ A... 


The Eipſtle Dedicatory. 


—_—_ 


I conſidered, that I ought 10 look up- 
on the repeated declaration of your 
Loraſhips pleaſure, and the concur- 
rent Vote of ſo many judicious per- 


ſons, in the nature of a command ; 


and have therefore choſen by this af 


of ſubmiſſion to pay that deference 


which is due to your judgment, there- 
by giving the beſt aſſurance I can, 


that 1 am, 


My Lord, 


Your Lord{hips 
moſt humble and 


moſt obedient Servant, 


RI. HOLDEN. 


DaAaNniEL XIL. 4. 


— — Many ſhall run to and fro, and 
knowledge ſhall be encreaſed. 


His Book conſiſts of Hiſtory 
and Prophecy : In the hiſto- 
rical Part, there are great ar- 


guments of Daniel's and his 
Companions piety, of their conſtant faith 
in God, and courage in perſecutions, toge- 
ther with an account of the miraculous de- 
liverances which God wrought for them. 
In the propherical, there are predi&ions 
of ſtrange Revolutions, and of great chan- 
oes and alterations of Government, which 
ſhould happen in ſeveral of the great King- 
doms of the World; and thele fo plainly 
deſcribed, that Porphyrie would not believe 
they were written before the event. 

But above all, there are clear and di- 
ftin& prophecies of the Meſſzas, his name, 
offices, and the time of his death; when 
he ſhould be cut of, and make a reconciliation 


for miquity,, Dan. 9. 24, --26- 


A Sermon preached before the 


In the three hr{t Verſes of this Chaprer, 
he ſpeaks of the twofold coming of Chriſt, 
at farſt ro publiſh and confirm the Goſpe], 
Terſ. 1. the other, to reward his faithful 
Servants, and to puniſh obſtmate and in- 
corrigible Sinners, ver. 2,3. And many of them 
that ſleep in the duſt of the Earth ſhall awake, 
ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame, and 
everlaſtmg contempt. -. | 

And becaule many things here foretold 
were not to come to pals of ſome Ages af- 
ter, therefore he is commanded in the be- 
ginning of this verſe to thut up. the Words 
and ſeal the Book, until the time of the 
end; that is, to preſerve it carefully, that 
afterwards by comparing the prophecies | 
with the events, men may ſee that theſe 
things were known to God long before. 

| For this is the great reaſon why God has 
been pleaſed in his Word to reveal to his 
Church many things which ſhall happen 
in after Ages: His end and deſign therein 
was not to gratifie the curiolity of men, 
who are naturally deſirous tro know what 
ſhall come to pals in future times ; bur to 
clear his own Omailcience, and to make 
it 
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it manifeſt after their accompliſhment, 
thar they were not eafeal or unexpected 
co him, but chat he had a certain fote- 
knowledge of them. Whence it is, that 
Prophecies are wont to be exprefled in 
obſcure words and in' a dark Mala 
and are called z 'fealed Book 3 beeauſe' che 
meaning of them, ar leaſt in all the cir- 
cumftances , is hidden from us, till ex- 
ponnded by the- event; which, when all 
is done, is nfually their beſt Interpreter. 
Bur, ith he, in che words of the Text, 
before the time of the ehd come, before 
the accompliſhment of this great Prophe- 
ey, concerning the conſummation and 
concluſton of all things, the end of the 


World and the Day of Judgment, Many 


fhall paſs to and fro, and knowledge ſhall be . 


encreafed. 
In which Words we have thefe two 


Parts, 1. A Prediction of ſomething re- 
markable that ſhould happen in the latter 
days, Many fhall paſs to and fro. 2. The 
conſequent of that, the benefit which 
ha ſhould redound to mankind, 4nd 


knowledge ſhall be encreaſed. 
1. For 
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—— 


3. For the former, the PrediCtion of 
ſomewhat remarkable that ſhould happen 
in the latter days, Many ſhall run or paſs to 
and fro. Notto trouble you with variet 
of Expoſitions, that which ſeems = 
probable in it ſelf, as well as molt ſuitable. 
to the occaſion of this folemn Aſlembly, 
is, That in theſe Words the Prophet fore- 
rells the great improvement there ſhould 
be of Navigarion in the latter Ages of the 
World. And this Interpretation I ground 
upon the proper notion of the Hebrew 
Verb here uſed wow! which as-it ſigni- 
kes in Scriprure generally any way of mo- 
tion or paſſage, lo in the Chaldee (which is 
the language wherein the Prophet wrote 
the greateſt part of this Book) it properly 
fignifies to move. upon the waters: and 
the words which come from it referre to 
this ſenſe, >wo Exek. 27. 8. is rendered 
Mariners, and verſ. 26. thy rowers, and Tſai. 
22-21. BYNR, 1s a Gally with Oars. And 
to this ſence . the vulgar Lartine had. an eye 
when it tran{lates the words of the Text, 
Plurimi pertranſibunt, © multiplex erit ſcientia, 
Nany ſhall pals through (as it were from 

one 


f 
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oneend'ofthe Worldto another) and know- 
ledge ſhall be encreaſed. 

And how exactly the event has anſwered 
the Prophecy, will eaſily appear to any one 
who conſiders that the Mediterranean was the 
biggeſt Sea which was known to the wileſt 
Nations of thoſeAges,the Hebrews,Greeks and 
Romans, whence in all their Languages it 
is called the Great Sea, it being greater by > Numb. 34. 
far than any other they knew ; the Sea of Ga- j,. .. , 
lilee, and of Genezareth, and the reſt being fon. 5. f 
but bigger Lakes, and the Red Sea much 
leſs than it. 

And though they had heard of the Ocean, 
which is mentioned by Homer , yet little or 
no uſe of it was made in many Ages for Na- 
vigation , inlomuch that St. ( lemens, Who E — 
lived in he firſt Age of Chriftianiry, ſays, * - 
Nueay9s avIpmoos 20 that the 7; Was 
not to be paſſed by men; and yer it is {i 
thought that he meant no other bur the 
narrow Sea which is berwixt England and 
France. Further than Hercules's Pil'ars or 
Gades, they accounted, as Pimdar's words are, 2%” + 
arP215 k "6M XALTOG US, wholly unpatlable - h]- £| 


led with nothing butdarknels and confuiton. 
B And 
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Lib.q.ch, And Herodotus relating how Neco King 

42-237 of Eg ypt ſent out ſome Phenician adventures 
trom the Red Sea, who when, after a voy- 
age of three years, they were come home, 
aftirmed thatthey had failed around Africk, xs 
Toy Nov eocoy & mw S&1% where they had the Sun on 
their right hand, and fo returned by the 
Streights through the Mediterranean into E- 
gypt again; he relates it trembling, as a ſto- 
ry he durſt give no credit to himſelf, though 
poſſibly ſome others might. 

Nay, he was ſo far from aflenting to it, 

Lib. 2.Ch. that he denies there is any ſuch thing as an 

**P-5* Ocean, and blames the Geographers of his 
time, for affirming without any proof, that 
the Earth was encompaſled by it. 

And as fot thole few who did venture to 
launch out into this great Deep, they did ir 
with much fear and caution, as appears by 

* the Voyages of Solomon's and Hiram's Fleets 
to Ophir, 1 Kimos 10. 22. that is, to Summe- 
Boer at. 4 Or Zenlan , (as learned men prove from 


Lib. 2.Ch. 

— the Commodities they brought thence) 

ch. 45. 1n Which they did but creep by the ſhore all 
the way,” as is manifeſt from the length of 
time ſpent in one of thoſe Voyages, three 
years, 


- » eu. _ 
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years, which is now performed in lels than 
halt the time from theſe parts of the World, 
though the diſtance be ten times as much 
from hence, as it was from the Red Sea, 
where Solomon's ſhips ſet out. And when a- 
ny one undertook and ſucceeded in an at- 
tempt of that nature, he was looked upon 
as an extraordinary and Divine Perſon, as 
we read of Hamno a ( arthagmian, who, 1t 1s 
like, was the firſt that ventured out of the 
Streights, and built ſome Cities upon the 
neighbouring Coaſts of A4fric, that he valu- 
ed himſelf ſo highly upon this performance, 
and grew fo vain in his imagination, as to 
account himſelf a God ; and that others 
might think ſo of him too, #lian ſays, he had var. ii. 
raught certain Birds to call him, T he Great '* wal 
God Hamno :: So was he pnfed up with a ſuc- 
celsful Voyage into diſtant and' unknown 
Places. And Tacitus ſpeaking of ſome le- Vir. agr 
ditious Souldiers' in the Roman Army, who | 

, ſeizing upon: three Vellels, compelled the. Z 
Mariners to fail with them round about this 
T/land of Britain : He calls it magnum &* memo- 

7 rabile facinus, a great and daring attempt, which | 

deſeryed to have the memory of it perpetua+ b- 

B 2 red 
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ted to all Generations. 
And now, I am ſure, I need not in this 


Auditory adde any thing to ſhew how much 
the modern improvements are advanced be- 
yond the utmoſt that the boldelt Adventu- 
rers of old could attain to: the new I{lands 
and Kingdoms, and thenew World diſcove- 
red of late Ages do give abundant proof 
of that, and your own experience confirms 


It. 
| proceed therefore to the ſecond Head, 


The conſequent of this improvement, the 
benefit which ſhould thereby redound to 
mankind; that together with Navigation, 
knowledge ſhould likewiſe proportionably 
advance too. 1. The knowledge of Na- 
rure. 2. The knowledge of Arts. 3. The 
knowledge of Divine Providence; and 4. 
The knowledge of true Religion. 

1. The knowledge of Nature ; which is 


an efletual means to lead us to the know- 


Pl. 19.1, Jedge and love of God, The Heavens declare 


the Glory of God, and the Firmament ſheweth his 
handy-work : the frame and motion and influ- 
ences of the Heavens do demonſtrate to any 


man, who conſiders them with attention, 
| how 


*, 


a 
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how great and powerful, and wile and gract- 
ous, that God is, who formed them and all the 
other Creatures, which do continually preach 
and inſtrutt men in the glories of the great 
Creator. The whole World, faith St. Baſil, 
is Wxor nnay ifzorzacer, the School of rea- 
ſonable Souls where they may be taught to 
know God. 


And for this reaſon the Pſalmiſt calls upon Pil. 148. 


the Heavens, and Sun, and Moon, and Stars to 
praiſe the Lord, becauſe thoſe heavenly bo- 
dies do by their beauty, and order, and 
greatneſs, and uſefulneſs, and long conti- 
nuance, proclaim the Power, and Wifdom, 
and Goodneſs of him who made them all 
out of nothing ; as Moſes ſaid at the begin- 
ning, God ſaw every thing that, be had made, 
and behold it was very good ; ſo good as to 
olorifie the maker, by exciting the behold- 
ers to magnihe and adore him. 

It we go over the whole frame of things, 


faith St. Auguſt, there 1s not a creature but Tom. 2. 


in Pſal. 26. 


tells us with a loud voice, Deus me fecit, 
God made me. Whatever is good or delight- 


fulin the Work, commends the Author. It 


you look up to the Heavens, they are the 
work 
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work of his hands, (I, and contrary to the 
laws of Archite&ure, he made the Heavens 
firſt and then the Earth, ſer up the roof be- 
fore he laid the foundation :) if you look 
down upon the Earth, God made that va- 
riety of Seeds, that diverſity of Plants, that 
multitude of living Creatures : and who can 
fully ſer forth the prailes of all theſe ? of 
the Heaven, and Earth, and Sea, and all in 
them ? or of the inviſible Beings, ehe An- 
gels, and Thrones, and Dominions, and 
Powers? or of the Soul that is in us, which 
gives lite to the body, moves the parts, acts 
the ſenſes, comprehends ſo many things in 
its memory, and diſcerns and judges of 
them by its underſtanding ? And if we be at 
a loſs in ſpeaking of the effefts, with what 
language can we ſufhciently magnifie the 
glories of the Almighty cauſe of all ? 

Now the improvement of Navioation hath 
hugely advanced the knowledge of Nature, 

and of the works of God. O Lord, faith 
_ the Plalmiſt, how manifold are thy works! in 
wiſdom haſt thou made them all: the Earth us 
full of thy riches. So is this great and wide Sea, 
wherem are thmgs creeping —— T here 20 the Ships : 


And 
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And by the help of them, thele latter ages 
of the World have arrived at a much 
fuller knowledge of thoſe manifold works 
of God, than former times could attain 
to. Every Region, and every Country a- 
bounds with his wonders, which were all 
concealed and hidden, or at moſt but im- 
perfectly and fabulouſly related, whilſt they 
were deprived of intercourle with one ano- 


ther. 

To give one inſtance of this. It was a 
general opinion amongſt the Ancients, that 
the Countries which lie under or near the , 
Aquino&tial Line, were not habitable by « 
reaſon of the great and violent heats they 
muſt be ſubject to; for finding all places, | 
by how much nearer they he to that, ſo | 
muich more expoſed to heat ; they concluded | 
that between the Tropicks all was exuſta flam- Na. vid. 
mis &* cremata, as Pliny's words are, wholly __ 
burnt up and not to be endured. 

I know a worthy writer of our own Na- 3" +: 
tion ts pleaſed to affirm, That Tertullian of © 3. S #- 
all the Ancients was of another opinion 
which came nearer to the truth, and that 
he chought the Countries within the torrid 

Zone, 


Oe ra 
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Apol. c, 
47+ 


Zone, to be places of great pleaſure and 
delight; imagining withal that Paradiſe 
where our firſt Parents were placed, and 
where the Souls of good men go after death, 
was ſeated there. But certainly this judict- 
ous perſon either did not read, or ſtrangely 
miſtook his Author. For Tertullian's opini- 
on appears to have been, That Paradiſe is 
not within the Tropicks, but beyond the fur- 
theſt of them, and that it is maceria quadam 
rence iltins Zone a notitia orbis communis ſegre- 
catus : ſevered from the known world by 


the hedge and fence, as it were, of the 


fiery Zone, which not being to be paſt 
through, it is like the Angels flaming 
Sword, to keep men from approaching near 
that Paradiſe which lies beyond it. | 
And give me leave to obſerve in paſſing, 
that poſſibly this conceit of his in firſt ma- 
king this earthly Paradiſe to be the ſeat of 
the Bleſled till the RelurreCtion, and then 
placing it beyond this (as he imagined) burn- 
ing Region, might give riſe tothe Doctrine 
of Purgatory in the Romiſh Church , which 
reaches that there 1s a place of flames to be 
gone through after Death, before the Soul 
arrives 
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arrives at a ſtate of happineſs. And thus ig- 
norance in Geography begot a very great er- 
rour in Divinity. 

For experience and late diſcoveries have 
convinced the World,that thoſe parts, which 
of old were with ſome colour of reaſon 
judged uninhabitable, are not only well 
peopled, but withal ſo excellent in the plea- 
{ant and healthful temperature of the Air, 
and ſo abundantly ſtored with all manner 
of proviſion and delight, that they yield to 
no part of the Farth, but go beyond all 


And this does very much vindicate and | 


clear that Divine wiſdom which made the | 
World ; for had that been true which Strabo ceoer.!... | 
affirms, and was generally believed, that * ** 3 
it we divide the Earth into five parts, three | 
of them are «om uncapable of inhabi- 
rants, the ſcofting Atheiſt would have had 
ſome colour to ask, Why the biggeſt part 
of the Earth was made in vain and for no 
ule. | 
Burt now, when we cenſider that that 
part of it which the greateſt Wits of for- 
mer ages judging in appearance with great 
-C rea- 


b. | 


| 
| 
| 
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| realon, did conclude to be almoſt all flame, 
an lo unſupportably hot, that men could nor 
| | live orbreathe in it, is now found by expe- 
| | | rience to be fo far from that, that it is ra- 
M: ther the Garden and Paradiſe of the whole 
Ef Earth; it will teach us thus much, that as 

x Cor. 3. the Apoltle ſpeaks, T he wiſdom of this world 

” (even of the wiſeſt men in it) # fooliſhneſs 
With God : and that there cannot be a great- 
er folly, than for us men to think w mea- 
ſuring his Ocean by our ſpan, or that we 


S 


can fathom his depths with the ſhort line of 
humane reaſon. 
BH. Ignorance and Impiety have only one 
T thing now to object, which is, That {till 
thoſe parts of the Earth which lie under each 
Pole, are by reaſon of their exceſſive cold 
not to be inhabited. Of the North we have 
proof, and there is as much ground to be- 
lieve it of the South. 

But to this I ſhall Anſwer in the ſenſe of 
voſt de a molt Learned perſon; That the reaſon 
ll 2, _ of the Univerſe required it ſhould be ſo: 
l For the Sun, the Fountain of hear, being 
| moſt fitly placed in the middle betwixt the 


38H two Tropicks, it was neceſlary that under 
U : each 
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each Pole there ſhould be a fountain of Cold 
co0, which might diſperſe it ſelf over all 
the World to temper and allay the Suns 
heat, as experience ſhows it does afrgr an 
extream hot ſeaſon, by the blowing of the 
North wind. And without this cold, the 
watry humour would have been quite con- 
ſumed, which yet is no leſs neceſlary to the 
production and conſeryation of things than 


heat it ſelf is. 
2. The knowledge of Arts. Without 


Winds, and Seas, and Ships, as Seneca truly Na:. qu.1. 
$. Ce 


ſpeaks, man would haye been imperitum ant- 
mal, an ignorant and unknowing Creature, 
confined to his own home without the be- 
nefit or ſo much as the knowledge of what 
might be learnt from the People, or en- 
joyed and made ule of jrom the product 
and improvement of diſtant Countries. 

No Nation is ſo ſelf-ſufficient as to abound 
with all the proviſions of life, but either 
wants or does but ſparingly enjoy what 0- 
thers have in great abundance, both tor 
themſelves and ſtrangers, ſome of which 
are for neceſſity and uſe, others for delighe 
and ornament : One Nation is a Granary 

C 2 for 
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for Corn, another a Wardrobe for Cloath- 
ing, a third a Vineyard for Wine, a fourth 
a Mine for Gold and Silver, a fifth a Store- 
houle for all Proviſions of War: And even 
this Country of ours in the moſt barbarous 
and rude, and uncultivated times of it, 
when only a ſmall part of ic towards the 
end of Cornwall was diſcovered by the Phe- 


'* nictans, (as Strabo tells us) they valued it fo 


highly for the Mines of Tin which they 
found there, that they did xpurlar ama Þ my, 
conceal and keep it cloſe from all the World 
beſides, that they might engrols the benefir 
of that uſeful commodity to themſelves : 
And adds withal, That one of their Ships 
being followed by the Romans out of a de- 
ſign to diſcover the place, the Comman- 
der diſcerning their intent, ran his Ship on 
ſhore, and drew them after him intro the 
ſame ruine; but he eſcaping with his life, 
had amends made him when he returned 
home, out of the publick Treaſury, for the 
good ſervice he had done his Country in 
keeping fo beneficial a Trade ſtill concealed 
from their Enemies, though it was with the 
hazard of his life and the loſs of all his goods. 

Now 
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Now Ships are the great Bridge of a 

Kingdom, which reach from hence to the 

Eaſt or Weſt Indies , tranſport into foreign 

Countries what can be ſpared at home, and 

in exchange bring back with them whatever 

any part of the Farth affords, and make | 

the Sea become the great Mart of the whole | 

World. | 
And, together with Wealth and the con- 

veniences of life, Learning and all uſeful | 

knowledge is hugely improved this way. | 

There may be a traditio lampadis, not only | 

from one Age, but from one Nation to an- | 

other too. This Conſideration put ſome | 
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great Philoſophers, Pythagoras and Plato, up- 
on travelling all the learned World over, 
chat they might enjoy the Converſation of 
knowing men, who were not all confined 
to one Countrey, however the vanity of the | 
Greeks reckoned all the World but themlelves | 
barbarous. 

Whenas yet their own Writers confeſs, 
F505 They learn'd Arithmetick and Aſtronomy (we = 
may add the very uſe of Letters too) from | 
the Phenicians, who were the greateſt Mer- 


chants and Navigators of thole Ages, and 
by 
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by that means attained a great name for 
Philoſophy, and all kind of wiſdome and 
1.4.v. knowledge ; whence it is that Homer calls 
74 the Sidonians mavdxidzhony as being men 
who had acquaintance with all the beſt and | 
moſt ingenious Arts. And the Scripture it | 
ſelf, as in one place it gives it the Attribute 
Joh: 11-2: of the Great Sidon, not as if there was any 
other of the ſame name leſs than ic, but be- 
caule it was the chief City of all Phonicta, 
having a convenient Haven, and abounding 
in ſhipping, whereby it became exceeding 
rich and populous ; ſo in another place ir 
calls it very wiſe, 1yrus and Sidon though it be ve- 
*:d- 5*:xy Wiſe : for as the Inhabitants of thoſe two 
Cities were oblerved to be naturally men of 
ſharp and lively and piercing wits ; ſo by 
their traffick and converſation abroad, they 
had much improved themlſelyes in all kind 
of uſeful knowledge, and were grown fa- 
mous for their wildom all the Eaſtern World 
Over. 

And as Navigation did advance them to 
this height of knowledg both in learned and 
mechanical arts ; lo whereever it is upheld, 
it enjargeth the minds, improves the Parts, 

and 
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and ſharpens the Wits of men ; it dilcoyers 
to them the works of Nature, the inventi- 
ons of Art, and the wonders of God. 

. The knowledg of Divine Providence. 


T hey who go down to the Sea m Ships, theſe ſee Pal. 107: 


the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the Deep. 
His works of Creations, and his wonders of 


Providence. 
Men are wont to think with ſome kind of 


aſtoniſhment upon thoſe mighty miracles, 
which God wrought for his ancient people, 
in dividing the Red Sea, and drying up the 
River Jordan ; but truly, if we were not 
ſhamefully blinded by our own fin and igno- 
rance, which keep us employed about any 
thing rather than in weighing and medita- 


ting on the works of God , we might every aug. dc 
h Trini, 1.3, 
C, 2, 


day ſee wonders as great as theſe, whic 
ought in reaſon to induce us to the admirati- 
on and love and worſhip of our heayenly 
Father. 

We behold the Waters hanging aloft in 
the Air, and theſe not falling down all ar 
once, but in {mall drops, that they may re- 
freſh the Earth and make it fruitful , bur 


not opprels it. 
The 
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The Sea, with its huge body of Waters, 
does daily with a mighty violence beat up- 
on the humble ſhore, which is no firm or 
well-compacted body neither , but an heap 
of Sand ; this is all the Bars and Gates which 
Almighty God ſpeaks of that He hath ſet to 
it , and yet by thele it is reſtrained in the 
midlt of its greateſt rage and tumult, and 
forced to return back upon it ſelf, as if God 
ſtood by it all the while, and beſpake it in 
thoſe words of his in the next Verle, Hither- 
to ſhalt thou come, but no further, and here ſhall 
thy proud waves be ſtaid: though it be perperu- 
ally rumulcuous, foaming and tofling and 
{welling it ſelf, labouring to overflow all 
by its Waves and Billows ; yet has God ſer 
fuch boundaries to it, that it obſerves a me- 
thod in its diſorder, a temper in its madnels, 
ſeldome tranſgreſles the known marks. And 
yet (ſuch is our folly and ablence of reaſon) 
we are more inclinable to aſcribe theſe 
things to Nature, than to God who is the Au- 
thor and Parent of Nature. 

Burt this is but a wonder of the ſhore; 
the P/almiſt ſpeaks there of God's wonders in 


| the deep, the amazing dangers and miracu- 


lous 
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Jous ddliverances'; ſometimes they: theet with 
horrible'and affrighting” 'Tempelts,* Waves 
thar' roſs their Ship with ſuch lo as if 
they would raiſe them to the Clouds, and at 
the next moment {ink them into the: botrom 
of the Sea, and immediately overwhelm 
them; and all this not a work of Chance, but 
of Divine Providence, it is God who ba the Pal. 13.5 
| | winds i his treaſuries, and can ſend theen forth,” 
: or recal them, 'as he pleaſerh. 
And though this be that which che Pſa: 
miſt immediately referres to, yet the Deep 
has many other wonders, the vaſt extent of 
it proportionable ( according to the malt 
moderate 'account)to the whole Earth, which 
is dry arid not covered with waters ; the 
] great number of living Creatures which are 
init; and, that great. Riddle of Nature, the 
: daily flux BY) reflux.! 
But, as l obſerved before, ki Ocean be- 
ing unknown in thoſe times and places, the 
Prophet by the great.and wide-Sea ,mult be ſup- 
poled to mean the . Mediterranean: and i 
likewiſe carries in it peculiar marks of .Di- 
vine Wiſedome and Providence. I. ſhall 
; name but two; and thele do both viſibly 
| D bear 
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bear the {1gnature of Gods hand upon them. 

One is, That whereas vaſt Quantities of 
Water do conſtantly fall into this Sea from 
the Enxm, Propontis and the Aigean Sea, and, 


asfome think, from the Caſpian too, by cer- 


tain paſſages under ground, which do all 
tend Weſtward ; it hath pleafed God in his 
wile Providence to prepare a moſt conveni- 
ent outlet for them all by the Streights mouth 
into the great Ocean. For it is a vainconceit 
of thoſe who think this was not a work of 
God from the beginning, but an effe&t of 
mans art afterwards, and that at the. firſt 
Creation there was a neck of Land reaching 
from Spam to Africk. Had this been ſo,where 
muſt the Mediterranean Sea have emptied ir 
felf of all thoſe waters which it received 
from abroad 2 So that plainly, had ic nor 
been for that paſſage through which it dif- 
charges it felf, all thoſe goodly Countries 
that border upon it muſt have been in per- 
petual danger of being drowned and o- 
verwhelmed ; nay, would doubtlels all of 
them long ſince have been nothing but Sea. 
Here then: we have one great Argument of 
Divine Providence. 

The 
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The other is, The convenient ſituation 
of this Sea, fo ficly placed for the maintain- 
ing of Society and Trafhck betwixt all the 
parts of the anciently known World ; thar, as 
it hath been pioully and judicioully obſerved, Mr. Z:cs 
Divine Providence ſeems to havedone all for and com. 
Man, and to have left nothing to humane ** 
wit or induſtry to add to it. 

4-. The knowledg of true Religion. In 
the time of the old Law, God was known in Pal. 75. «. 
Judah, and his name was great mn Iſrael. The 
right worſhip of the true God was confined 
co one Nation; the reſt of the World was 0- 
verſpread with Superſtition and Idolatry, Þ aa. 4. 
times paſt God ſuffered all Nations to walk in their '© 
own ways. But under the Goſpel the Pale of 
the Church is enlarged, and Chriſt is the deſire 
of all Nations, and there is neither Jew nor Greek, Gal. 3. 28. 
neither bond nor free, neither male nor female, but 
all are one m Chriſt Jeſus : and in every Nation be = 
that feareth him and worketh righteouſneſs ts accept- 
ed with bm. Now what more glorious'em- 
ployment can any .man wiſh co himſelf in 
this life, than to be Gods hand to reach forth 
the greateſt of his bleſſings ro Mankind ? It 
is certainly far more honourable to be an 
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inſtrument of Gods Goodnels, than of his 
Power ; to fave a Soul, than to be felix ter- 
rarum predo, a deſtroyer of Kingdoms. For 
the latter, he often makes ule of Satan him- 
felt, or the worſt of men, as he did of the 
Mazictans of #2 ypt, from whom indeed Pha- 
raob hoped , that they ſhould have removed 
the Plague,and ſent for them to that end; bur 
inſtead :rhereof they encreale the evil, by 
producing new ones. | 


Saint Paul laith of the Apoſtles and Mini- 


ſters of Chriſt, that they have their power for 


edification, and not for deſtruftion ; but Satan's 
power is all for deſtruction ; he and his A- 
gents are not Phyſicians, but Executioners. 
But for a&ts of favour and mercy, God uſu- 
ally makes choice of thoſe whom he loves 
ro be his inſtruments in conferring of them : 
So Chriſt tells the Angel or Biſhop of Phila- 
delphia, That they of. the Synagogue of Satan 


ſhould know that he had loved bim, becauſe he would 


make them come and worſhip before his feet : that 
is, becauſe God would make him the inſtru- 
ment of their 'conver{ion ; and the golden 


Conduir!to convey-ithe; water of life to 


them. « Which was-[a..good ſign of God's 
ſpecial 


£ 
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ſpecial eſteem and love for him. 

Now the improvements which have been 
made in the Art of Navigation of late A- 
ges , have put fair opportunities into the 
hands of Chriſtians to ſpread the knowleds 
of their great Redeemer, and his moſt ex- 
cellent Religion, much farther than in for- 
mer times it could have been. Faith comes Rom. 10. 
by hearing, faith the Apoſtle : Now many * 
Nations are of difficult acceſs, others alro- 
gether unacceſſible, otherwiſe than by Sea ; 
bur of old, when men kept cloſe by the 
ſhore, no great diſcoveries or long voyages 
could bemade , they being, in a dark night 
when they could not ſee the Stars or diſcern 


the Watch-towers or high Trees by the Sea 
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fide, always in extreme dread of ſhipvyrack. 
But now, by that excellent invention of the 
Compals, God has made all the Quarters of | 
the Earth eafie to be approached unto. And 
it juſtly deſerves to be looked upon as a 
wonderful effect of Divine Providence, that 


' God who had promiſed to his Son the utmoſt Pra. 2. 8. 
ends of the Earth for his poſſeſſion, ſhould now 
in this old Age of the World bleſs it with 


that uſeful diſcovery, by the help whereof 
_” 
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the ſaving Doctrine of the Golpel, and the 
knowledge of Chriſt Jelus might more ea- 
fily and more ſpeedily be publiſhed to all 
mankind. 

And it would be a great Glory to any a- 
mongſt us, who have the opportunity of con- 
verling with Infidels and barbarous Heathens 
that fit in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death ; 
I ſay, it would be your high Honour inthe 
eſteem of God and of all good men, if, as 
you have ability and occaſion, you would 
endeavour to inſtil the knowledg of true Re- 
ligion into their hearts. 

I know it will be replied, That your bu- 
ſineſs is Trade,and that the other is the Mini- 
ſters work, and does not concern you at all. 

And indeed, it is not to be doubted but 
that it belongs only to ſuch who are called 


_ and folemnly ſer apart to that holy Functi- 


: Theſl.s. 


on, ordinarily , publickly, and by way of 
office to preach the Goſpel ; yer all Chrifti- 
ans, keeping within the ſphere of their vo- 
cation, may comfort and edifie one another, as 
the Apoſtle bids them do, and commends 
them for doing. Though under the Law, 
God had ſetled the Prieſthood in the Tribe 

of 
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of Levi, yet he gives this command to all 1/- 


rael, And theſe words which I command thee this Deu..6.6, 
day ſhall be m thine heart, and thou ſhalt teach © 
them diligently to thy children, and ſhalt talk of 


them When thou fitteſt m thine houſe, and wben 
thou walkeſt by the way, and when thou lieſt down, 
and when thou rifeſt up. 

And this is eſpecially true in the prefent 
Caſe, when there is no ſetled Church, no 
Miniſters ordained, nor none {ſuddenly can 
be. As St. Luke, As 8. ſpeaking of the 
perſecution at Hieruſalem, and how the whole 
Church was diſperſed, and what havock 
Saul made amongſt the Believers, he addes 
ver. 4. that they who were ſcattered abroad preach- 
ed the Goſpel ; and ver|. 5. he ſays, that Philip 
preached ( brift in Samaria. Though the word 
be the ſame in both Verſes in our Tranfhti- 
on, yet in the Greek there are two ſeveral 
words ; of thoſe in verle 4. it is evayyouls- 
x», they told the ghad ridings, all the Chri- 
ſtians who were ſcattered abroad, people as 
well as Preachers, :related to others whar 
they knew both of the Doctrine of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and of the mighty mira- 
cles which they had ſcen wrought for 


the 
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che confirmation of ir , they reported the 
truth of what they did know' and had 
cen. | 

Bur ol Phili lip it is {aid verle 5. that he did 
xnplorer Tov Yep, publickly Wa lolemaly, 
as an Officer deſigned to the work , he 
preached Chriſt ; and verle 12. he baptized 
chem alſo, he openly exerciſed the ofhce of 
a Deacon or Miniſter amongſt them, where- 
as the others did only occaſionally cell what 
they had learned of the Doctrine, and be- 
held of the Miracles wrought by the A po- 
{tles. Though none but a publick Herald 


can by way of office ſolemnly proclaim the 


| Kings Peace, yetany one who has heard of 


Coe. Fit. 
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It may 21 the good news, and make it 
known to thole he meets with, and acquaint 
them with the joytul tidings. 

To this purpole we have an eminent in- 
ſtance in Church-Hiſtory of two Chriſtian 
Youths, Frumentius and #deſiss, who being de- 
livered Capriv es to the King of the Indies,did 
bydegrees advance lo far in hisfayvour as that 
he intruſted them in yery weighty and im- 
portant affairs ; theſe men took all opportu- 
nities to acquaint the Indians with the Do- 

Ctrine 


could in the Faith, they returned into their 
own Country. And Frumentius having, re- 
lated to Athanaſins the great Biſhop of Alex- 
andria what they had done; the good man 
judging him who had laid the foundation 
the fitteſt perſon to ereCt the building, or- 
dained him Biſhop of India, and ſent him 
back amongſt them, where by his Preach- 
ing and Miracles and: holy Life, he con- 
verted an infinite number of them to the 
Faith,and was the firſt who planted a Church 
in thoſe Countries. 

This was it which Moſes lo highly com- 
mended in the Merchants of Zebulun, whole 
dwellmg was at the Haven of the Sea, as dying 
Jacob foretold, Gen. 49. 13. who as by their 
Trafhick with foraign Countries they did 
| hugely enrich themſelves and did ſuck the - Pet 33: 
i bundance of the Sea, and of treaſures hid in the 6 

ſand, as Moſes words are; lo they made uſe 
of their trading abroad, as he ſpeaks in the 
beginning of that VYerle, to call the people to 
the mountain, and to offer ſacrifices of Righ- 
:  . teouſne cf] 
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teouſneſs : By occaſion of their Trading and 
commerce and acquaintance with the Hea- 
thens, they uſed all means to win them to 
the love of true Religion and to the wor- 
{hip of the God of 1/rael. 

And this would be your praiſe, it, as you 
follow their employment, you would tread 
in their ſteps, and do what you can to Turn 
men from Idols to ſerve the living God, by your 
inſtruction, if you be able; but) however by 
your example, walking honeſtly towards them that 
are without, and by your Juſticeand Temper- 
ance and other Chriſtian Graces adorning 
your good Profeſſion: Your Virtuous and 
Holy lives would be the moſt powerful Ar- 
gumMent in the world to win them to a love 
of your Religion. When the Unbelieyer 
{hall ſee the Chriſtian ſober and compoſed 
and reoular in his whole converſation, he 
will be aſtoniſhed (laith St. Chryſo/tom F) and 
will be ready to ſay, Certainly the God of 
the Chriſtians is a great God : What kind 
of men does he make them to be ? 9s & 
ole imingy3 of how bad, how good? of 
Men he makes'them Angels. 

It is 2 known ſaying of Plato's, that if vir- 
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tue could aflume an humane ſhape, its beau- 
ties and excellencies are ſo great, that all 
men would be taken with the love and ad- 
miration of it: Now by the good lives of 
Chriſtians Virtue and goodneſs are, as it 
were, imbodied and repreſented not only to 
the Ears, but to the Eyes of men, made vilt- 
ble to all they converſe with ; which mult 
doubtleſs very much adorn their holy cal- 
ling, and would have a mighty efficacy up- 
on thoſe who ſhould lee thele ſhining lights. 
'T hoſe Flusbands, laith St. Peter, 1 Pet. 3. 1,2. 
who obey not the word, may without the word be 
won by the converſation of the Wives. Their 
Modeſt and Virtuous behaviour would 
be a moſt likely means to commend that 
Religion wherein they had been inſtructed. 
Tuſtm Martyr gives us himſelf for an in- *?* + 

Rance of this, who as he ſays, being brought 

up in the School of Plato, and hearing the 
Chriſtians every where ſpoken againſt, 
opoy 5 «pits mpos Sr.remr, but fleeing them 
fearleſs of death, and whatever ,the world 
accounts dreadful, he concluded it was im- 
« poſſible they ſhould be wicked or volu- 

| ptuous perſons, (as they were repreſented to 
E-3 be) 
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be) who were ſo reſolute and conſtant in the 


oreateſt dangers. 


When the lives of Chriſtians are viſible 
Sermons, and as the Bleſled Tenatius ſays of 
a Primitive Biſhop , s «7 mw x9-Tw4g pe3ann 
KA Mmrez, that his whole carriage and behavi- 
our was a conſtant leCture of all Chriſtian 
graces, whereby at once, and thar all his life 
long, he preached to his whole Dioceſs, then 
it is no wonder if (as he there adds) that e- 
yen Atheiſts and the moſt prophane con- 
temners of Religion could not chuſe bur 
ſtand in awe of ſuch a perlon : for a good 
man is the moſt ſacred and venerable thing 
upon earth. 

And certainly it would tend much to 
the honour of Chriſtianity, for you to ma- 
nifeſt by your regular and exemplary lives, 
what influence the commands and promiſes 


| and threatnings of the Goſpel, have had up- 


on your own hearts. 

And whilſt the School-men diſpute with 
a great deal of curioſity more than profit, 
about the Character of Baptiſm ; do you 
ſhow the reality of it in your lives, by ma- 


king it evident to thofe Heathens with 
whom 
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whom you Converſe and Traffick, that 
your ſeparation to Chrift, your being 
markt out and deſigned for his in your 
Baptiſm , has imprinted an indeleble Cha- 
racer of all Chriſtian Vertues and Graces 


upon your Souls: That ſo. what Ariſtotle Eth. ad 


1COM. l, 


ſays loftily concerning the Contemplation =o 
of the great Book of Nature, may, as in 
reaſon it ought, be the viſible effe&t of your 
ſtudy of this lefs but betrer Book of Scri- 
pture, that it does # a»tpwmy amSryanilear, as jt 
were render men Immortal], diveſt them of 
their bodies, and raiſe them aboye the dregs 
and baſeneſs of this lower world. 

This would be a convincing demonſtra- 
tion indeed, which would eyen compel 
them to come in to the Faith. 

You would then carry thither a greater 
treaſure than any you can bring from thence : 
The Kingdom of Heaven, that is, the Do- 
crine of the Goſpel being a rich Jewel, a wa. 14, 
pearl of great price, which well deſerves the 4545 
parting with all we have, for the artain- 
ment of it. 

This would conſecrate even your civil 


Employments, make your Trade become 
an 


—— 
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an a&t of Worſhip and Religion, and as 
God tells the City of Tyre, render your Mer- 
IL. 23, 18. chandiſe holineſs to the Lord. 
It would be your comfort in this lite ; 
Deur. 33. YOu Might then, as Moſes bids them of Ze- 
i% bulun, Rejoyce m your goings out ; your Voy- 
ages abroad would be really a caule of joy 
and comfort to you, when you made them 
{ubſervient to true Religion. For certainly, 
next to that Peace which paſleth all Under- 
ſtanding, the calm and (erenity which ari- 
ſeth from a good Conſcience and a ſenle of 
Gods favour, there is nothing can be matter 
of more real and ſolid joy, than to have 
reſcued a Soul from the jaws of everlaſting 
Miſery, to have made another happy, to 
have been the inſtrument of my Brothers 
f: Eternal welfare. 
And laſtly, it will abound to your ac- 
count, in the day of the Lord Jeſus; for 
Ban. 12.2, AS It 18 in the Verle before the Text, T hey 
who turn many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as 
the Stars for ever and ever. 
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